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2. A macro-historical overview.

To explore this more in detail a very brief glimpse of
history might be useful. For this purpose one might divide the
seeond civeld of the map |, roughly speaking Europe and the
coastal states of the MedHerraneay into four parts, by drawing two
lines. One of the lines coincides with the Alps and their continu-
ation in the Carpathians; it might also be continued towards the

West cuttin through France erhaps end h
BTt 1 ay.glso be agxigued that pOccn 1Pan 1ng%0w3t%h tsoejt. P95 10 ne.

Thé o her line runs from north 1o s soufh following the llngulstlc
border between the Slavonic and Germanic speaklng people, ~ o '~
the Aariobie 4 oo -7 .~ 't the Hungarians and

the Rumanlans, tge Albanlans and the Greeks ang_the Turks. T et

not however, so 1mportant to deflne the llnes in very pre01se

terms since the conceptual tools to be used are only rough ideas
about a distinction between northern and southern Europe on the

one hand, corresponding to the old distinction between cis-alpina

and trans-alpina, and anybody's intuitive notion of distinctiors

between western and eastern Europe. What is important, however,
is that this conception of southern Europe, together with T
“ NohAfrican coastal states, serves to define the Mediterranean
region when we include the Arab states bordering on the
Mediterranean and Palestine/Israel. Maybe this leads to some-
thing like 25 countries, it is not so important to know. In
extension it is not too different from the Roman empire at its

heyday except for its northern outposts; enclosing the mare nostrum

the Mediterranean sea itself. va'av:?y, s T, Tt T

thig vap for il-e “Q“Ch‘; nirncle scen Tron tlle "f"-"-“", EHTCANES s
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concept of power—gradient: given the two axes, where are the

highs and lows of power in various phases of history? We shall
then distinguish between threeutype§_gf power: pglitieaymilija;y
power ultimately defined as"wﬁgzihVédes whom"; economic power

ultimately defined as "who exploits whom" (whether it is through

simple robbery or the more intricate practices of investment in
capital goods and transfer of surplus characterizing industrial
capitalism, or corresponding practices in mercantile capitalism);
and cultural power roughly defined as "who forms (shapes) whom".

Needless to say, these forms of power are related and have all
klnds of splll over effects from one 1nto the other.
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There is no doubt that the Roman empire put the center
of power in the south. They invaded the north, they exploited
the north and they shaped the north - the latter so much so that
even in this century the concept of being a person with culture,
with Bildung, is related to internalization of southern culture,
for instance knowledge of Latin and Greek, in other words southern
languages today not even epoken 1n ﬁhe reglon

e

E')
center was in fhe west rather than in the east by the mere facf

Liie

that Rome was located in that part. But that part collapsed in
the fifth century "™he Middle Ages can perhaps be seen as a
period in which the power distribution between the four parts of
the region we are discussing became more symmetric, with the
exception of the clear cultural power emanating from Rome,

now in the form of the Catholic Church. It was only with the
advent of Protestantism that a certain symmetry in cultural power

was obtained, with strong islands of Protenstantism established

in the €atholic sea, withalrczt uvichare'ng *crd - for the last
three hundred years or so. The economic counter-part *r-" 22 the
Hanseatic League th~t - -7 conren o cvawbta? nt oo Gop (774N poehipy

It may perhaps be said that Protestantism gave a more
clear expression to some basic items of western social cosmology
inherzted from Greek antiquity: a strong accent on individualism
and competition, expan81on in space and a hlghly dramatic
conception of time. Life was safer, more protected, more collective
under Catholicism than it became under Protestantism, although the
difference should not be exaggerated. At the same time mercantile
capitalism was so successful in the North that large-scale capital
accumulation started taking place. "1ltimately " to the
industrial revolution in the north-western corner of the region,
probably based on a comblnatlon of capltal acgcumulation’that

Aused ‘for 1nvestment in caplﬁal 90055, not only for buylng o
merchandise, and the clear expression of western cosmology found
in various types of Protestant thinking. Alone neither of these
factors would have made it, together they probably account to a
large extent for the rise of modern capitalism in that corner.



In short: the power-center shifted towards the North
and it shifted towards the West - later on to proceed to the
Far West, the United States. And thus it became a highly lopsided
region with political/military, economic and cultural gradients
running from west to east and from north to south. It was the
Swedes, the French and the Germans that invaded the Slavs, not
the other way round. It was they who had command over the trade
between west and east, not the other way round. And it was they
who, particularly since the times of Peter the Great,started
shaping the ast, not the other way round. And similarly for
the north/south gradient: +the trade pattern quickly became
industrial .§oods from the north ~against food-stuffs etc. from the
gsouth, after the . Hanseatlc League had created a balance relative
to southern tradltlonal trading superiority that corresponded to
the Protestant religious counterbalance to Catholicism,
responsible for much of the capital accumulation. Of course,
the north also invaded the south, an early example being northern

France relative to southern France, later the establishment of "o
colonies, mainly by the French and the British® on the southern
(and eastern) Mediterranean seabord. The Ottoman empire

. tire zs e Toovnd ' Cormeeer ML lasted five hundred
years; 1t was restricted to the south-eastern corner. But after

its breakdown its function became more clear: as a bulwark against

n

north-western penetration which immediately took place, politically/
militarily, economically, culturally when *he Cttoman emvire colanse
S T SRR the Soviet Union and its hegemonial position
relative to most of eastern Furope: north-western economic and
cultural penetration would probably have been even more pronounced
if it had not been for the polltlcal/mllitary balance created after
the Second World War. et . - :
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In thls paper we are, however, not -7 concerned with the
east-west axis ~* ° ~ the north-south axis .k — B T

s
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Pl et LU L, Ceou st 0¥ 7 important
to start thinking not only in terms of contradictions and conflicts
along the west-east gradient, but also along the north-south
gradient, pitting northern Europe not only against southern Europe,
but against more of the south, the Mediterranean region as such.
Thinking should not lag too much behind reality., ~~° - =7 %5 to o
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Concretely the power-gradient has forms that are well
known to any observer of current world affairs. Thus the
military political headquarters of the world are in the north:
Washington and Moscow to mention the superpowers, NATO (in Brussels)
and the Warsaw Treaty Organizstion (WTO) to mention the alliances.
It is they who use the Mediterranean for the deployment of their
ships, not the south that uses the northern waters for the deploy-
ment of theirs. The block system m2ets at tine in a network
of conferences in the north with the superpowers and alliances
meeting each other; there is very little contact ofipolitically/
militarily meaningful kind between their more periphéral members
in the south. Economically the headquarters are all in the north:
New York for the American Economy, Brussels for the European
Community, Moscow for the CMEA system. This is where decisions are
taken regarding the south, not vice versa. The economies of the

south are shaped by the demands from the north, not vice versa.
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t¢ the world, an sxport product iv line with verions vorieties

Crotestant Thristianity thet veo cur culturel czpord sroduct
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in sarlier periods (Norway Leiny omnge of the countriec in ithe world

with the highest number of riscionerien rar capita).

It ic not =o obvioun that this type of export, facilitated
by the vast meang put at the dicpocal of the Nordic coutries wndler



the heading of "development assistance ", will be successful.

The institutions might be - ' -4y but not the nrocess that

9
led to their emercence in our countries; nor the sociazl costs
that accompanied that procesz. Third < 7 ceouniries,and par=
ticvlarly the population ol these countries in dire noed of the

3, 2

benefito of a welfare ¢iuto,are characterized by maci deeper

contradictions relative to the first (and to some oxtent also Lre

4]

second) circles, and relavive to their own uppcr ciosses than

hes ever been the case in the ondic countries. Conrequently,

a process that could be evoluticrary in our couniries can hardly
take an evolutionary coux in mozt, or almost all of the third
irele cowntries, There are social obatacles of formidable

o)
ﬂ”stinacy to be cvercone. Tallure io mmderstan? th’s ~oumled with
N .

4
v

2 gepuine identification with vh; viatine, makes for 2 *“p~~°*ﬂﬂ11"
fordie matviie,
Yoreover, 1t may aloe be that %hird eirel: crountries
o1 more avare o%‘gocial coctes than we in the Nordic countri
e curselves - come of ther perhans beine o0 %q'“a”ﬂﬁmo:e than our
costs. the linds of things visiting Third Yorld szholars, atudents
and workernexpress in theix more cooom and less nolite momants
rive individualisnt,
"a set ol mutually isclated individuals®, "low level of capacity
to ernjey life*, "no spontaneity, deep ffo zen emotions, meieoro-

J
2l coldness accommanied by hwman coldneas", "hig h rates

i v ES vy e e e . iy 1D oA
seen L0 reler to such acpects as Voxnces

')

loadc
nmental illness, suicide, aleoolisn, oriminality, divores" etc.

Losether with tie dillewence in hlstoricsl »nrocess this may e

var te erplain why thicre i fuach leso interest in the wordic

countries ir the world as a whole than there is eagerness to

. asa o B enk - N
venelit from Jov 7o seistance., The liordic welfare state
e an antiseptic, a-historical and puely beneficial humsr ine-
vention may unol be accepted by peorles more sophisticated than
trhe hordic peoples themcelver when it comez to understandins our
cewntries - and processes of development in general. Ve =y~ less
1 ol ﬂv-r»:«“;l'rjf‘ - "f:”’““” o CHITEO IV
6. ihe Nordiccountries as warriers of Jestern cosmolosy,
[he jordiec countrien - liberal, Christian, capitalistic -

nre of course above all Yestern countries, only secondarily FWordic

:

countries, As Western countrier they carry the predominant ethos

of vegtern Civilization, and ever in a very pronounced form,The

idea of . seeing the world as & circle with oneself in the center,
ar:l the rest in a peripliery caser to be converted by our woipel
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is strongly pronounced. The idea of progress is clearly precent.

Ey

The ontinmiztic notion that prosrecs can be obtained through mani-
sulation of a omall set ol factors in there, The idea  that
soclial structures are eszertially vertical and individualistie

t osin the Hordic ceuntriec a zoft form - competition, (g. in sports)
more than fight and strurcle.- but the bhasic idea iz there, ind the
relationschip to nature also has a sciter form: perhaps les:s
nerciless exploitation of rature for inductrial purnoses, more

use of natvre for recrcation - but real conpassion or tosethermens
with nature, in a norn-inctrumental fachion, not using nature for
scome marpose, is probably rot very developed (assuming that it is
developed in some parts of tre thir? circle}. And ~ur Protestant
God ie Yrighly universalistic, contrist, ealous - and an e¢ld malse,

If anything the “crdiec covrtries may be said to be

nore Yestern than roct of the Jest, precisely because
of welative lhomoceneity. “ven if women are less eotern than men;

young and the old riore non-"‘cotern than the middle ared; the
ountryside loss Vestern ther the ciftien and oo on, trne differences
are provably smaller ther v covnt>ie~n Turther to the sounth,

amon;s other weanons cimnl; becaune peocial diffusion from center

to periphery can Tlow o cazily in our countries, there being few
rezl watersheds : r Alncontinuities that may refract the
AiFusion nrocess., thric minoridics may be harbincers of alter-
native cosmclogies,; Dul ftrere e oniveotho erndnnmsarad Soruttalternatis

Cne conclus’on woulc de that it »robably 1s 2006 Ior

he world that the Fordic counvries have oo few inhabitants, I

woe had more we wisht have been dangerous, not only to the third
cirele and to the SCCund ”erlO but even to the first circle, self-
rirhtecus ard sissiomnary ,7,110“9 and hard-working as we were, ini
arer Ancther, and more important @ecause less aypothetical )
conseguence ig alsce eszontially nezative there is less diversity
in our viesternness thar may be found further south. 0f courme,

this phenomenon ig masked by the fact that we appecr less inperi-
alistic, 1less expansionict, "centrifuzal® hecause we do not have
the power to match our potenitial asnirationz. But if a real con-
frontation slhiould come bvetwecen the thirl cirele and the Tirc

civcle, and the days of ‘estern erpansioniscm are gcne, the assump-
tiorn would be that the Nordic counitries would have lecs to fall
back upon in terms of altermative social program, so to speak,

than countries ridden by deeper contradictions than ours. There



is little reason to believe that there is nore potential
alternative ways of 1ife in the deeper receases of the vallies

of Norway, or the vast northern expanses of -weden and Finland,
than in regioms  of osuck couniries as United HKingdom, ¥rance

and Unain currently fightinz for hicher measures of autonomy,

To put 't simply:if the vendulum of Jestern Civilization should
tarr. frem its present centrifugal vrhase towards a more centripetal
period, the Fordic countries malht khave less to draw unon and
a2in come into a pericd an reriphery, *aucioo o T as Bow

to become more inward directed, less expansioniat, perhaps more
like first and second circles countries A1i: durirg the 11iddle

# 4ol + 1. . 2 T ey r & — P ~ . + 4" . 4%
Azesg, Or the ciher hangd, hav'irc Teen les exransioriat trar tho
.. - B 3 - “ A e c
olc reighbors we would slon rave less distance to go. So, maybe

we wenlad come ocut anost equal!
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cne Land there 1s a Nordfioe evsten wtes 5o cps oo ST ferent T ot
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and history, ‘mportant to tin tera fonte, Tenn te Ava annpe ndtipg
wordis.  On Yne clilisr Lant trare s o4 wepln frsiez, aleo with Tt
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irberral differentiation and history, in which *he Noriia system %=a

erbedded. Tartly Tecause of the nodest size of the Nordio syaotem,

rartiy becasuse of 1tg cov oteral lanstor o lens tnrortant 59 oa factor
tn our age of reans o° trencrortintion/aommoniont fon o the world avaetem
has had considerably nore “orasct on tle Nerdia syaotem than vise vereg
{(with the possible excention of the w'ying rericd). Tre ntztorment

e not o trivial as 4 sounds: the assirriicen ‘e om rcerta’in crenness
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be the oihn’le 5o an Yo he 1nflienced and ah ved, yet ne
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that todal arserntion iakes rlare. The Nerde ayvetem shill retainc
a certa’n specificity = perhaps hoot cheerve’ at cra of the reake in
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noritcity”, *hrat 1ittls sperk irn the Atlanti~ ¥nown as ‘he APy
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